
 

 

 

SAP’S ASSAULT ON BIG DATA  
SAP Data Hub and Vora are both data integration tools, but Data Hub has a 
broad mission to manage data from different sources, while Vora focuses 
specifically on big data lakes JDSOFT 



 

 

 

D a t a  i s  g e t t i n g  
t o o  b i g  t o  m o v e  
a r o u n d  a n y m o r e ,  
a n d  p e o p l e  d o n ’ t  
w a n t  t o  m o v e  
t h e i r  d a t a  a r o u n d   
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SAP wants to cover as many data integration bases as 
possible with the recent release of the new SAP Data Hub and 
updates to SAP Vora. SAP Data Hub and Vora both attempt to 
solve similar data integration challenges and provide 
businesses a means to extract value out of the reams of data 
they are collecting, but the specific goals for each product are 
quite different, according to Ken Tsai, SAP's global vice 
president and head of cloud platform and data management 
product marketing. 
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The recintali released Data Hub has the much broader 
mission, becasue it is intended to help organisation manage 
complex data landscapes by building pipelines between a 
variety of data sources. SAP Vora, which has been on the 
scene for two years, provides a way to geta t data stored in 
Hadoop data lakes via an Apache Spark framework. SAP Data 
Hub uses Vora underneath the covers, but the products are 
not the same. 



 

 

 

A n a l o g u s .  
SAP Data Hub and Vora care in a way similar products but have totally different 

objectives. SAP Data Hub has a much bigger purpose in terms of building up data 
flow in order to ensure more efficient data operation, rather than just doing 

computing, which SAP Vora aims to do. It complements the vast computing engine 
available directly in Hadoop.    
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SAP Data Hub  has a much bigger purpose in terms of 
building up data flow in order to ensure a more 
efficient data operation, rather than just doing 
computing, which SAP Vora aims to do. Both are very 
complementary, and we’re seeing good results so far 
from SAP Vora. The idea for SAP Data Hub emanates 
from SAP’s investments in building computing 
solutions in the Hadoop Big Data space and analysing 
what customers needed beyond the vast computing 
engine directly available in Hadoop.  
 
SAP Data Hub is important now because locating data 
centrally is not feasible anymore, Tsai said, and it 
centralizes the data management while keeping the 
data in the source repositories. The IT department 
today is evolving into multiple zones -- the 
application zone, the data warehouse zone, the data 
lake zone -- and each one of them needs to 
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participate in a kind of data flow, as data has to flow 
from one zone to the other. 
Pharmaceutical manufacturer McKesson Corp. is one 
SAP customer that has deployed SAP Data Hub to 
consolidate data across multiple systems to derive 
one single source of truth from that data. With 
relentless focus on helping customers and partners 
solve their toughest challenges, with numerous data 
sources, types and IT  landscpes, there is a need for 
the big corporations, an unified data solution across 
various departments and business units to produce 
actional insights and continuous innovation. SAP 
Data Hub is aligned for to address this vision of their 
customers. At JD SOFT our work is about helping our 
customers improve their data environment and 
driving efficiencies across the complete value chain of 
the orangnisation combining various Big Data 
technologies including SAP Data Hub and Vora. 
 



 

 

d a t a  l a k e .  

It’s kind of a departure from where SAP’s been in the past, where you have to pull the 
data into the SAP environment to be able to work with it. But it’s also similar to what 
we’re seeing in the rest of the market. Data is getting too big to move around 
anymore, and people don’t want to move the data around. And the data that is 
getting moved is a subset.    
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Vora is designed to allow businesses to process big 
data from Hadoop data lakes and derive business 
from the data. SSAP Vora 2.0 has been rearchitected 
using Kubernetes containers to improve the 
scalability and reduce the complexity in deployment. 
Center Point Energy, an electricity and natural gas 
utility based in Houston, is using SAP Vora along with 
SAP HANA to manage and anlyse data that it gets 
from smart meters. Its application uses HANA to track 
and analyse the health of its infrstructure and grid in 
real time and moves older data into Hadoop. Vora is 
used to process and anlyse the historical data in 
Hadoop to determine usage patterns and trends, and 
this data can be combined with the current HANA 
data, allowing insights that result in more proactive 
energy delivery and pricing.  
 
Processing Data where it lives  
Data Hub is a good direction  for SAP, because it 
allows users to work on data where it lives without 
having to move it. It is a kind of a departure from 
where SAP’s been in the past, where you have to pull 
the data into the SAP environment to be able to work 
with it, but it’s also  simiar to what we’re seeing in the 
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rest of the market. Data is getting too big to move 
around anymore, and people don’t want to move the 
data around. And the data that is getting moved is a 
subset. Organisation that use the big data 
repositories like Hadoop preprocess data before it 
ends up going into an enterprise data warehouse. 
And in the preprocessing, things get filtered out, 
things get cleansed, things get put into smaller 
shapes - - data sets that are smaller than what we 
have in big data. 
SAP Vora is similar, but tries to solve a different 
proble. Vora has been about plugging into Hadoop 
big data ecosystem, whereas Data Hub is more of a 
broader data play, with ore of a variety of data sources 
that they want to connect to and capabilities work 
working with data in motion. These tools are 
important because they are creating more 
opportunities for businesses to solve problems with 
technology. This is a confluence of the core 
technologies becoming more manageable, the 
convenience of the cloud as a platform and the next-
generation technologies like big data and internet of 
things.  SAP Data Hub with SAP Vora, SAP has 
announced its arrival in the big scene of BIG DATA. 
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